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 2011 COLA News
Social Security recently released some news that effects just about everyone on disability benefits: there will be no COLA increases in benefits for 2011.  To understand how Social Security decides whether or not to raise the amount of your benefit, read below.
The Social Security Act provides for an automatic increase in Social Security and SSI benefits if there is an increase in the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) from the third quarter of the last year a cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) was determined to the third quarter of the current year.  As determined by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, there is no increase in the CPI-W from the third quarter of 2008, the last year a COLA was determined, to the third quarter of 2010, therefore, under existing law, there can be no COLA in 2011. 

The following charts show some of the amounts not changing that may affect you.  As you can see, benefits will not increase, but neither will the maximum amounts of earnings associated with your benefits.

For additional information about the 2011 COLA, go to www.socialsecurity.gov/cola . 
	Social Security Disability Thresholds:
	2010
	2011

	Substantial Gainful Activity (SGA)
	Non-Blind
	$1,000/mo.
	$1,000/mo.**

	
	Blind
	$1,640/mo.
	$1,640/mo.*

	Trial Work Period (TWP)
	$  720/mo.
	$  720/mo.**


	SSI Federal Payment Standard:
	2010
	2011

	Individual
	$ 674/mo.
	$ 674/mo.*

	Couple
	$1,011/mo.
	$1,011/mo.*


Website Rollout! www.plantowork.org
If you’ve been to our website recently, you may have noticed we’ve been busy doing some redecorating.  We’ve upgraded the information available on our website, and hope that it can be a hub of information about Plan to Work and questions you have about benefits and work incentives.  We have links, documents to apply for our services, news, information about Social Security, and much more!  Take a look around and give us some feedback—you can even let us know what you think right from the website on our Contact Us page!

Visit us soon at: http://www.plantowork.org !
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Work Incentive Seminar Events (WISE)
If you are interested in learning about the Ticket to Work Program or other work incentives, you can attend a FREE Work Incentive Seminar Event (WISE) in your area. WISE are accessible, informal community events for beneficiaries to learn more about available work incentives. Register by calling 1-877-743-8237 (voice or TTY), or register online at www.socialsecurity.gov/work/wise.html . Call Plan to Work at 1-866-497-9443 for assistance.
Colville, WA
Date:               Thursday, November 18, 2010
Time:               1:00 p.m. – 4:00p.m.
   Location:          Colville Public Library
   Address:          195 S. Oak St
                          Colville, WA 99114
Wenatchee, WA

Date:

Friday, January 14, 2011

Time:

1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Location:
Wenatchee WorkSource - Columbia/Wenatchee River Rooms

Address:
215 Bridge Street



Wenatchee, WA 98801
About Plan to Work
Plan to Work is funded by a Work Incentives Planning and Assistance grant from the Social Security Administration.  We provide free, confidential information about how employment affects SSI and SSDI as well as other benefits. We help you understand how to use Social Security work incentives to move forward in your employment goals.  
Contact us at 1-866-497-9443 or 1-877-676-4754 (TTY)
Plan to Work, Community-Minded Enterprises,

25 W. Main Ave., Suite 310, Spokane, WA  99201


