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  Plan to Work

Shining a light on your path to employment                             

	Summer 2011          Alternate formats available upon request—Call 866-497-9443


 Preparing for College
The school year is almost over, which means it’s about time to start planning for next year!  The Social Security Administration (SSA) has several work incentives and supports available if you’re thinking about pursuing educational goals.
Financial Aid   There are a variety of educational assistance options for those who decide to pursue higher education, but you may be concerned about how educational assistance will impact your SSA benefits. 
If you’re receiving Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI), SSA is interested in work activity. Therefore, educational assistance, whether it is in the form of a grant, scholarship, or loan, would not impact these benefits. 
Within the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program, educational assistance could potentially be considered income, under certain circumstances.  There are some programs that are always excluded from income or resources, like Pell grants, Federal Supplemental Education Opportunities Grants, Federal Educational Loans, and Work-Study.  For other types of educational assistance, any portion of a grant, scholarship, fellowship, or gift used for paying tuition, fees, or other necessary educational expenses at any educational institution, including vocational or technical education, is excluded from income.  
Plan to Achieve Self Support (PASS)   If you receive SSI (or in some cases, SSDI) and have income outside of SSI, you may be able to create a PASS Plan to help pay for educational expenses.  A PASS is a plan that helps you achieve a specific employment goal.  You are able to exclude income for SSI purposes, and receive a larger SSI check than you would normally be due.  You put the money you set aside into a separate account, and spend the money on PASS-approved expenses.  Education for an employment-related goal can be approved as a PASS Plan, and can help you achieve your employment and educational goals!
Student Earned Income Exclusion (SEIE)   If you receive SSI, are under the age of 22, and are regularly attending school, you can be eligible to claim a special work incentive known as the SEIE.  This work incentive allows you to deduct up to $1640 of gross earned income per month, up to a maximum annual exclusion of $6600 (for 2011).  The SEIE decreases your countable earned income, so it lets you keep more of your SSI check when you work.  In many cases, the SEIE allows students to test their ability to work without having their SSI check reduced at all!  
Other Options   There are lots of other options you may be able to access!  Whether it’s to save money for school, to find an Employment Network that helps with education goals, or to find out more about Financial Aid, PASS Plans or the Student Earned Income Exclusion, Plan to Work can give you the information you need to meet your education and employment goals!  
Work Incentive Seminar Events (WISE)
If you are interested in learning about the Ticket to Work Program or other work incentives, you can attend a FREE Work Incentive Seminar Event (WISE) in your area. WISE are accessible, informal community events for beneficiaries to learn more about available work incentives. Register by calling 1-877-743-8237 (voice or TTY), or register online at www.socialsecurity.gov/work/wise.html. Call Plan to Work at 1-866-497-9443 for assistance.
Everett, WA

Date:           
Monday, June 6, 2011

     
Time:           
1:00pm-4:00pm

     
Location:     
McCollum Pioneer Park Auditorium

     
Address:       
600 128th Street SE

                              
Everett, WA 98204

Yakima, WA

Date:           
Thursday, June 30, 2011

     
Time:           
1:00pm-4:00pm

     
Location:     
Yakima WorkSource

     
Address:      
306 Division Street




Yakima, WA 98902

Spokane, WA

Date:          
Thursday, July 21, 2011

     
Time:           
1:00pm-4:00pm

     
Location:     
Intermountain Community Bank

     
Address:      
5211 E Sprague Avenue

                              
Spokane, WA 99212

 

Keep checking back at our website, www.plantowork.org, for more information on upcoming events!  We’re in the process of adding several new events in the late summer and early fall, so keep watching our events page, www.plantowork.org/events, if your area isn’t listed above.  
About Plan to Work
Plan to Work is funded by a Work Incentives Planning and Assistance grant from the Social Security Administration.  We provide free, confidential information about how employment affects SSI and SSDI as well as other benefits. We help you understand how to use Social Security work incentives to move forward in your employment goals.  
Contact us at 1-866-497-9443 or 1-877-676-4754 (TTY)
or via our website at www.plantowork.org
Plan to Work, Community-Minded Enterprises,

25 W. Main Ave., Suite 310, Spokane, WA  99201


